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DR-TESOL 2020 Annual Virtual Convention Program 

“Developing Digital TESOL Skills” 
July 31st, 2020 

 

Opening Words     
9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Title Presenter 
 
 

El Compromiso con el Aprendizaje de Inglés 
en la Escuela 

 
 

Dr. Roberto Fulcar, Minister-Elect for the 
Dominican Ministry of Education. 

 

All the live presentations will be accessible at drtesol.org 

 

 

http://www.drtesol.org/
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All the live presentations will be accessible at drtesol.org 

 
 

Opening Plenary       
9:30 AM to 10:30 AM  

Title Presenter 

Learning 4.0: Pedagogy before Technology 
 
 

 
 

For many, digitalization has become the key response to the COVID-19 impact on education. But 
what do we know about its actual impact on the learning process? What benefits are on offer and 
what are the risks? What are the consequences for educational interventions? This presentation 
discusses evidence from Visible Learning research to scientifically answer these questions and 
more, in a thorough exploration of the use of technology in educational settings. 

 

 
Prof. Juan Valdez 
 
 

 

DR-TESOL’s Executive Director 
 
 

 

 

Prof. Valdez is a specialist in bilingual education and 
educational technology, with more than 30 years’ 

experience in educational leadership. He is currently the 

Director of Professional Training Systems and Academic 

Director of the Saint Lawrence International School. 

http://www.drtesol.org/
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Morning Presentations: 
 

11:00 a.m. - 12:30 a.m.  

To participate, go to drtesol.org 

Presentation Presenters 

Enhancing Learning: Tools to develop digital skills in the ELL classroom 
 
 
 

In this demonstration, participants will explore various tools available to develop digital 
skills in the ELL classroom. Participants will be encouraged to discover how to maximize 
the use of these tools at the different teaching levels. Emphasis will be given to 
communication and collaboration skills, creation of multimedia, and blogging. 

Dr. Jennifer Alicea: Past President of 

PRTESOL; Associate Vice President of 

Accreditation and Assessment for the University of 

Puerto Rico; English Professor at UPR-Ponce 

Dr. Michelle Méndez: Past President of 

PRTESOL Southern Chapter; Former Director of 

the English Department at UPR-Ponce; English 

Professor at UPR-Ponce 

How to keep virtual students motivated and focused 
 
 
 

Reacting to COVID-19, Latin-American schools are moving to digital platforms, like Zoom 
or Skype. However, it is not the optimal solution because of the unstable Internet connection 
in the country and the lack of attention from the students. As a response to this situation, we 
will present a new way of teaching English online. We’re using a variety of platforms, 
including Twitch and Facebook that allow us to stream engaging classes without strong 
Internet connectivity.   
 
 

 

Prof.  Alejandro Clavijo, Executive 

Director of the “More Than English 

Colombia” Programme. 

 

Prof. Arturo Canchón, Trainer and 

Content creator for the “More Than English 

Colombia” Programme. 

http://www.drtesol.org/
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Presentation Presenter 
 

Can Pronunciation Be Taught? Theory, Politics, and Practice 
 
 
 

 

Research indicates that relying on native-speaker models in the teaching of pronunciation may be 
unrealistic or even unwise. But there's little consensus on an effective approach that enables 
students to be intelligible and comprehensible speakers. This workshop will outline a rigorous 
approach to teaching pronunciation and offer practical activities that lead to good pronunciation, 
even in the remote classroom. 
 
 

 

Dr. Joan Saslow and Dr. Allen Ascher are 

world renown authors of the Top Notch and 

Summit (Pearson) and Teen2Teen (Oxford) 

Series. They have taught in Chile, China, and 

the United States and are currently full-time 

authors of print, digital, and online foreign 

language teaching materials and frequent 

speakers at national and international 

professional meetings.  
 

 

 

Virtual Student Led Instruction with the Seesaw Class App 

Virtual instruction can be impersonal.  Natural discourse is often lacking.  This workshop will 
explore how an elementary educator empowered young English Language Learners to explore, 
create, share, and discuss through use of the Seesaw app.  

 

 

Dr. Monica Baker is the President-Elect of 

New York State TESOL.  She teaches English 

to elementary students and advocates for 

English Language Learners in upstate New 

York.  

 
 

The Teaching of Hip Hop’s Language to Promote Positive Values Online 
 

 

This presentation will provide a creative tool for Dominican teachers to discuss values and diverse 
English dialects through hip hop’s music.  The presentation will promote positive values which 
will help students become productive members of our society.  We will also use multimedia to 
discuss hip hop’s music impact on the English language.  
 

 

Prof. Deron Dolphus is an ESL tutor in 

Charlotte, North Carolina.  He has a Master’s 

degree in English Education.  He has taught 

English as a foreign language in Puerto Rico, 

Dominican Republic, and Colombia.   
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Neuro Linguistic Programming and Neurodidactics: teaching to the brain  
 

 Neuro Linguistic Programming and Neurodidactics are two fields of knowledge, very 
useful to understand the functioning of the human brain and provide with tools for the 
development of online teaching skills.  

 
Prof. César Caldas holds a graduate 

degree from Universidad de Oriente, Santiago 
de Cuba. He worked in that same University 
teaching several subjects, such as: Linguistics, 
Semiotics, Neuro Linguistic Programing, 
Theory of Communication, and Speech 
analysis. 
 

  

Promoting academic excellence on digital platforms  
 

 This presentation aims to show, through real and lived experiences, the advantages of using 
digital platforms for distance learning, showing strategies, digital resources and motivation with 
examples. In this presentation the teacher will speak from the point of view of his own experience, 
highlighting what he has achieved by applying and developing his own experiences, and some 
digital media that are freely available on the internet. 

 

 
Prof. Ronny Rosario is a high school 

teacher at Liceo Padre Fantino, La Vega. He is 
the director of the World Languages Academy. 
He is an alumnus from the program TEA 
Teaching Excellent Achievement Program. He 
holds a master’s degree in teaching English 
Foreign Language with NOVA Southeastern 
University.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

All the live presentations will be accessible at drtesol.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.drtesol.org/
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Afternoon Presentations 

 2:30 am-3:30 pm 
To participate, go to drtesol.org 

 
 
 
 

Presentation Presenter 
  

Challenges, Opportunities, and Strategies Teaching English in Small 
Rural Schools during a Pandemic with limited connectivity 
 

Teaching English without direct student contact is difficult, but not impossible.  
Challenges create opportunities for new strategies, approaches and creativity. This 
workshop will explore current thinking and stretch participants to create new thinking in 
achieving their goals.  English is Knowledge, Knowledge is Power, and Power is 
Opportunity and Access to Equity. 

 

 
Dr. Frank Perotti is the Superintendent of 
Schools for the Croydon School District in 
New Hampshire, USA. He believes that strong 
relationships between English and Spanish 
first language schools develop cross cultural 
collaborations strengthening opportunity and 
understanding. 

Debunking Bilingualism Myths: It's a Problem of Projection and 
Perception! 
 

This presentation calls participants to debate and reflect. It shares perspectives regarding 
those attempts made by the PR public education system to launch bilingualism in schools, 
and the myths that have hindered such process. Through comprehensive data, the author 
questions and discusses lost opportunities and contexts; reconciles projection and 
perception issues; and presents his recipe for a brighter bilingual future for the island’s 
public education. 

 

Dr. Aníbal Muñoz Claudio is a Full 

Professor in the English Department at UPR 

Humacao in Puerto Rico. He also collaborates 

with the TESL Graduate Program (College of 

Education, UPR-Río Piedras) as an adjunct 

professor. Throughout 30 years of ESL teaching 

in PR, he has moved forward the topic of 

culturally-relevant literature for the public-

school system. 

http://www.drtesol.org/
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Presentation Presenter 
 
 

WhatsApp with TFD, TNYT and Kahoot? A follow-up classroom 
testimonial research involving the use of smartphones, the Free Dictionary 
app Kahoot! and The New York Times online version 
 

This research took place during the 2020 Spring semester at Hostos Community College, Bronx, 
New York (N=19). It collected participants’ testimonials regarding the usefulness of technologies 
such as WhatsApp, The Free Dictionary app, smartphones, Kahoot! and The New York Times 
(online) in reading and writing. These technologies proved significant contribution.  
 

 

Prof. Juan Soto, M.A. taught English as a 

Foreign Language (EFL) at UASD for 15 years. 
He has been teaching freshman Expository 
Writing and Literature and Composition at 
Hostos Community College, Bronx, NY since 
2016. He also works as an Instructional Design 
Consultant and Mentor for Hostos’ Educational 
Technology Department.  

 

 

Reading is essential for life, teach your students how to love it!  
 

This workshop will discuss strategies and tools that intend to increase interest and engagement 
in the act of reading and, ultimately, foster a positive attitude towards it. These tools can also be 
used to teach and assess English learners as well as increase motivation and participation in 
classrooms of all levels. 
 
 
 

 

Prof. Larissa L. Lopez is the 2020 

President of Puerto Rico TESOL. She is 
currently teaching English while completing 
her doctoral studies in English Curriculum & 
Instruction.  

 

 
 

Meet New York State TESOL 
 

NYS TESOL became an affiliate of DR TESOL, as of last year, when the two organizations made an 

agreement to unite in recognition of common connections between the State of New York, and the 

Dominican Republic.  In this session, the presenter will introduce the audience to NYS TESOL, and hold a 

brief segment for participants to ask questions and discuss any topic of interest with relation to the 

organization. 
 

 

Dr. Juliet  Luther is  an assistant Professor 

who has prepared bilingual and ESOL 

teachers at Fordham University and two 

CUNY senior colleges, for the past fifteen 

years.  She is a NYS TESOL former 

President.  
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Closing Plenary  
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Title Presenter 
 
SAMR: A Powerful Model for Understanding Good Tech Integration 
 

The presentation will be about the argument on whether being very fluent in English is more important 
than knowing the proper methodology to teach this language or vice versa. The author will present a 
brief discussion about the role that both content and teaching methodology play in the English 
language teaching. In addition, the author will present some tips on how teachers can improve their 
knowledge about English and how they can develop more effective ways to teach it, balancing content 
and teaching methodology, so that they can teach English more effectively.    
 

 

 
Prof. Joel Álvarez is the 
academic Director of LETS 
Panama. He has an MA in 
TESOL, Education, and an 
MBA. He is  has extensive ELT 
experience in Panama  and 
abroad. He is a Panama 
TESOL  former  president.  

 

 

In order to receive your certificate, you must attend at least one morning 
presentation and one afternoon presentation. Make sure to sign in the day of 

the convention by pressing the    option.  


